
Illinois Master’s Enrollment at Ten Largest Ins tu ons 

A total of 105,365 students enrolled in master’s 
programs throughout Illinois in 2015, according to 
the most recent Illinois Board of Higher EducaƟon 
(IBHE) informaƟon.  The 10 insƟtuƟons enrolling 
the largest number of master’s students 
accounted for over half (53 percent) of the 
enrollment statewide.  Five of these insƟtuƟons 
experienced enrollment declines between 2011 
and 2015.    
 
In 2015, seven of the 10 largest schools were 
private insƟtuƟons.  Together, these seven 
insƟtuƟons enrolled over a third (37 percent) of all 
master’s students.   

Northwestern enrolled the largest number of 
master’s students in Illinois, or 7,933 students, a 
26 percent increase in master’s enrollment since 
2011.  DePaul enrolled 6,338 master’s students, 
dropping from second‐largest enrollment in 2011 
to the fourth‐largest in 2015 aŌer an 18 percent 
enrollment decline.   
 
Statewide, master’s enrollment reached a historic 
high in 2010 of 119,882 students and then 
declined unƟl 2014 when the enrollment began to 
increase.   

* Chamberlain College of Nursing, a subsidiary of DeVry EducaƟon Group since 2005, is a for‐profit insƟtuƟon 
located in Downers Grove, Illinois with online locaƟons naƟonwide.   
Source:  IRMA.  State and insƟtuƟon enrollment from IBHE.  IBHE’s most recent published data is from fall 2015.  
DePaul IBHE figures may differ slightly from DePaul Fact File.  For more informaƟon, contact Liz Sanders at 
liz.sanders@depaul.edu.  
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Illinois Master’s Enrollment: 2011, 2015 and Change 
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