
DePaul Remains Largest Catholic University in Fall 2021 

DePaul is the largest Catholic university in the nation 
and has been for 24 consecutive years, having 
exceeded St. John’s University in total enrollment in 
1998. DePaul enrolled 13% of the enrollment at the 
ten largest Catholic institutions in 2021.  
 
DePaul’s enrollment is 4% larger than the second 
largest Catholic institution.  This year, Georgetown 
University (DC) replaced St. John’s University (NY) as 
the second largest institution. From 2020 to 2021, 
Georgetown (DC) enrollment grew by 8.1%, with 
growth in both undergraduate and graduate 

enrollment.  Georgetown’s enrollment is primarily 
graduate (64%), and growth at the graduate level 
contributed to the total enrollment increase.  St. 
John’s enrollment declined –2.4%, with declines at 
both the undergraduate and graduate levels.   
 
St. John’s University (NY), Marquette University (WI) 
and DePaul University declined in total enrollment 
from 2020 to 2021, while the remaining seven of the 
ten largest institutions saw increases.   
 

Source:  DePaul University Institutional Research & Market Analytics Survey of Enrollment at Catholic Universities, Oct-Dec 2021. 
Data are self-reported by each institution. The 2020 figure for Georgetown will not match the 2020 Enrollment Summary Book, as 
Georgetown did not have final enrollment at the time of book publication, and 2019 figures were used. 
For more information, contact Liz Sanders or Vera Setiawan. 
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