
Registered nursing is projected to be the fastest 
growing occupation between 2018 and 2024, 
leading the list of the ten fastest-growing 
occupations in the Chicago region that typically 
require a bachelor’s degree at entry.*  Nursing 
is expected to grow 7 percent during this time 
and add over 6,000 jobs.   
 
While nursing adds the most jobs, the 
occupations projected to have the strongest 

growth rates are software developers, market 
research analysts and marketing specialists, and 
personal financial advisors. Each is projected to 
grow by 10 percent or more from 2018 to 2024.   
 
In total, the ten fastest growing bachelor’s-level 
occupations are projected to grow by 6 percent 
and add over 22,000 jobs to the Chicago region 
during this time.   

Nursing Projected as Fastest Growing Occupation in the Region 

Source: EMSI 2018 2nd quarter data source, IRMA. *Data represent detailed 5-digit Standard Occupational Classification (SOC) 
occupation codes, where a bachelor’s degree is the typical level of education that most workers need to enter this occupation. 
For Chicago-Naperville-Elgin, IL-IN-WI metropolitan statistical area (MSA).   
For more information, contact Liz Sanders at liz.sanders@depaul.edu.   
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