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College Bound Recent High School Graduates In total, the nation’s high 
schools graduated 
2,678,000 students  
in 2002-03.   
 
Nearly 2 in 3 of these 
graduates went on to 
attend one of 4,197  
colleges and  
universities directly  
after high school,  
compared to only  
45.7% in 1959.      
 
From 1991 to 2003,  
the 2,487 four-year  
institutions nationwide 
(or 60% of the total) 
have enrolled 60% to 
67% of recent high 
school graduates.   
 
 
 
 
Source: July 2004 Issue of 
Postsecondary Education 
OPPORTUNITY, published 
by Thomas Mortenson.  
Chronicle of Higher Educa-
tion. 

48.3%
53.3%

47.5% 49.3%
55.2%

59.6% 61.9% 62.9% 63.3% 61.7%
65.2% 63.9%

45.7%

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%

1959 1964 1969 1974 1979 1984 1989 1994 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003

Pe
rc

en
t o

f R
ec

en
t H

S 
G

ra
ds

 G
oi

ng
 to

 C
ol

le
ge

National College Continuation Rates for Recent High 
School Graduates 1959 to 2003
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Four Year College Share of College Freshmen
Who Were Recent High School Graduates: 1991-2003


