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DePaul Seniors’ Engagement in High-Impact Practices

National research has shown positive associations

between a set of six undergraduate opportunities

and student learning and retention. These high-

impact practices (HIPs) share several traits:

e Demand considerable time and effort.

e Facilitate learning outside the classroom.

e Require meaningful interactions with faculty and
students.

e Encourage collaboration with diverse others.

e Provide frequent and substantial feedback.

As a result, participation in these practices can be
life-changing (Kuh, 2008).

A large proportion of DePaul seniors reported that
they participated in these HIPs, particularly the
culminating senior experience, internship and
community-based service learning practices,
according to data from the 2013-14 National Survey of
Student Engagement (NSSE). A smaller percentage
participated in learning communities, faculty research
or study abroad programs.

In addition, more DePaul seniors participated in
these HIPs than seniors at Carnegie* comparator
institutions. The differences were largest for
participation in culminating senior experiences and
internships.

Culminating senior experience
(capstone course, comprehensive
exam, senior project or thesis,
portfolio, etc.)

Internship, co-op, field experience,
student teaching, or clinical
placement

DePaul Seniors
(Does not include SNL)

Engagement in Six High Impact Practices: Percent of Seniors Who Are Done/In Process with Practices
or Who Have Had At Least Some Service-learning Courses

Study abroad program

At least some service learning
courses

Carnegie Comparators

Work with a faculty member on a
research project

Learning community or some other
ooformal program where groups of
students take two or more classes
together

How to read a radar graph: Each color shape represents a school/group. The placement of the shape on the radar rings represents the
percent of seniors who reported being done/in progress with five practices or having had at least some service learning courses.

Percentages increase as rings move away from the center.

*Carnegie comparators are institutions who have the same Doctoral Research University (DRU) classification as DePaul, based on a system
developed by the Carnegie Foundation in 1973. Examples of other DRU institutions are St. John’s University, Pace University, Benedictine

University and Marquette University.
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